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Why is completing past papers a useful revision
activity?

Click here to watch: Revision: How to use past exam papers - BBC Bitesize

«  To better understand the structure of your exams

- To understand the type/style of questions you will face

+  Toidentify gaps in your knowledge (so that you can focus
your revision on these topics)

« Toimprove your time management in an exam


https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zx6nrwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zx6nrwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zx6nrwx
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1. Visit the exam board websites

You'll be able to find and e

download past papers on your |21y

exam board's website. If you're
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papers from, ask a teacher. AN S
GCSE English Language GCSE English Literature
Next exam: 04 Nov 2025 Next exam: 11 May 2026
English Language Paper 1 English Literature Paper 1

m Past Papers > Past Papers >
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2. Check the past papers are still relevant

Work with your teacher to make sure you know if there

will be any changes from previous year's exams.
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3. Use the mark schemes to check your answers

01 5 | 'If God were loving, there would be no suffering in the world.” 12

Evaluate this statement

In your answer you should:

« refer to Christian teaching

= give reasoned arguments to support this statement

« give reasoned arguments to support a different point of view
« reach a justified conclusion.

YO u C O n fi n d t h e m G r k S C h e m e S O n Target: AO2 Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief,

including significance and influence.

Levels | Criteria Marks

exam board websites. Go back I e

Logical chains of reasoning leading to
judgement(s) supported by knowledge and
understanding of relevant evidence and
information.

through your answers and see TSI o sppe o h e

3 Reasoned consideration of different points of view. | 7-9
Logical chains of reasoning that draw on
knowledge and understanding of relevant

where you gained marks (and why) e

A logical chain of reasoning drawing on knowledge
and understanding of relevant evidence and

and where you need to improve.

Recognition of different points of view, each
supported by relevant reasons/evidence.
Maximum of Level 2 if there is no reference to
religion.

1 Point of view with reason(s) stated in support 1-3

0 Nothing worthy of credit. 0
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4. Understand what the command words medn

Candidates often lose valuable marks because
they have not provided the information that the
question is asking for.

Speak to your teacher to make sure you

understand what the command words mean.

« Analyse
« Compare
« Contrast
« Define

« Describe
« Evaluate
« Explain

* Identify
 Justify

« Qutline

- State
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