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Why is completing past papers a useful revision 
activity? 
Click here to watch: Revision: How to use past exam papers - BBC Bitesize

• To better understand the structure of your exams

• To understand the type/style of questions you will face

• To identify gaps in your knowledge (so that you can focus 

your revision on these topics)

• To improve your time management in an exam

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zx6nrwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zx6nrwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zx6nrwx
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1 . Visit the exam board websites 
You'll be able to find and 

download past papers on your 

exam board's website. If you're 

unsure where to get past 

papers from, ask a teacher.



S U C C E S S  F O R  A L L
S TA N L E Y  H I G H  S C H O O L

2. Check the past papers are still relevant

Work with your teacher to make sure you know if there 

will be any changes from previous year's exams. 
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3. Use the mark schemes to check your answers

You can find the mark schemes on 

exam board websites. Go back 

through your answers and see 

where you gained marks (and why) 

and where you need to improve. 
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4. Understand what the command words mean

Candidates often lose valuable marks because 

they have not provided the information that the 

question is asking for.

Speak to your teacher to make sure you 

understand what the command words mean.

• Analyse
• Compare
• Contrast
• Define
• Describe
• Evaluate
• Explain
• Identify
• Justify
• Outline
• State
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