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Stanley High School Curriculum Map, Key Topic 2 

Autumn 2 – Year 10 
Early Elizabethan 
England 1558-1588 

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Half Term 

Topic Plots and 
revolts at 
home 

Plots and 
revolts at 
home 

Relations 
with Spain 

Relations 
with Spain 

Outbreak 
of war with 
Spain 

Outbreak 
of war with 
Spain 

The Armada  

Expected progress We begin this unit by looking at the reasons for and significance of the Revolt of the Northern 
Earls. The pupils will investigate the three plots against Elizabeth I, including the Ridolfi, 
Throckmorton and Babington Plot and look at how Francis Walsingham uncovered these plots. 
We study the significance of the execution of Mary Queen of Scots 1587.  
 
We then move onto looking at the relationship between Spain and how Spain had already 
conquered most of the New World and look at the activities of Drake and how Spain despised him 
from his privateering.  
 
We look at a case study on the outbreak of war with Spain, looking at the contextual situation of 
how it built up to this, looking imparticular of the English involvement in the Netherlands 1585-
88, including the role of Robert Dudley. Pupils look at the significance of the ‘Singeing of the King 
of Spain’s beard’ and how it delayed the Armada. 
 
We then finish this unit by looking at the strengths and weaknesses of both sides of the Armada 
battle between the English and the Spanish and pupils look at why England we able to win, 
including factors such as the English ship design, navigational devices being improved and the 
weather. 
 
 

Assessment Pupils will be tested on this module on ‘Describe two key features of…’ and ‘explain why…’ 
questions.  
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Numeracy and 
Literacy 

Pupils will have to ensure dates are remembered. Quicktests are given every so often and pupils 
are encouraged to use dates in their work. Pupils are encouraged to read in lesson time and have 
information sheets to summarise lessons, which they can use for revision purposes. 

Digital Literacy Power Point used to address key words and ideas 
 

Cross-Curricular RE – Looking at the idea of Catholicism and Protestanism 
Maths – Looking at a fluctuation in tensions (Chronology/living graph) 
 

Careers Prime Minister, Politician, Politician's assistant, Local councillor, Solicitor, Barrister, Judge, 
Teacher, Lecturer, Journalist, Police officer, Forensic scientist/detective, Accountant, Librarian, 
Archivist, National trust, Analysist, Historic buildings inspector/conservation officer, Museum 
education officer, Museum/gallery curator, Museum/gallery exhibitions officer, Archaeologist, 
Civil Service administrator, Editorial assistant, Human resources officer, Marketing executive, 
Policy officer. 

SMSC • (Spiritual) By exploring the results of right and wrong behaviour in the past.  

• (Spiritual)By considering how things would be different if the course of events had been 
different; for example what difference would it have made if the Germans had been 
successful in WWII? 

• (Spiritual) By speculating about how we mark important events from History and the people 
who shaped them. 

• (Moral) By going beyond the facts and asking pupils to make hypotheses and pose questions 
such as ‘what if…?’ ‘what would have turned a tragedy into a triumph?’ 

• (Social) By giving the trigger for discussions about how groups and communities organised 
themselves in the past. 

• (Social) By considering questions about social structure in the past  

• (Social) By encouraging pupils to talk to their parents and grandparents; for example, when 
learning about World War Two 

• (Cultural) By investigating how culture is shaped by history, exploring the ‘cultural heritage’ 
of a country 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/politicians-assistant
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/solicitor
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/archaeologist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/civil-service-administrator
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/editorial-assistant
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/human-resources-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/marketing-executive
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/policy-officer
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• (Cultural) Knowledge of Britain’s democratic parliamentary system and its central role in 
shaping our history and values 

FBV • Enable students to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and self-confidence 
• Enable students to distinguish right from wrong and to respect the civil and criminal law of 

England 
• Encourage students to accept responsibility for their behaviour, show initiative, and to 

understand how they can contribute positively to the lives of those living and working in the 
locality of the school and to society more widely 

• Enable students to acquire a broad general knowledge of and respect for public institutions 
and services in England 

• Further tolerance and harmony between different cultural traditions by enabling students to 
acquire an appreciation for and respect for their own and other cultures 

• Encourage respect for other people 
• Encourage respect for democracy and support for participation in the democratic processes, 

including respect for the basis on which the law is made and applied in England. 

Cultural Capitol Pupils will have an understanding of the political spectrum, democracy and the importance of 
tolerance. Pupils will also have an idea of how ideologies between countries vary. 

Extended learning 
opportunities 

Pupils will be asked to complete exam style questions, do a reading activity or a research piece of 
work. 

 


